SWANSEA AREA  RATEPAYER’S ASSOCIATION

MINUTES OF MEETING, January 17, 2010
Present:
Nick Singh, Ian McIsaac, Bill Roberts, Louis Gris, David Fleming, John Meijer, Ed Gaigalas
Regrets:
Sybil Wilkinson, George Dubauskas, Kate Lawson
1.  CALL TO ORDER AND DECLARATION OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST:  


Nick Singh called the meeting to order at 7:37 pm.

2.  AGENDA AMENDMENTS & APPROVAL:      

Upon motion by David Fleming, seconded by John Meijer, and carried, the Agenda for January 17, 2010 was approved.
3.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon motion by Bill Roberts, seconded by John Meijer, the minutes for December 15, 2009 were approved as amended.

4.  EXECUTIVE REPORTS

a)   Membership:
John Meijer read the report.  The report was accepted upon a motion by John Meijer, seconded by Bill Roberts and carried.  Bill Roberts suggested that John send a letter and not a newsletter to unpaid members in order to encourage membership payment.  We should also investigate using email alerts and electronic newsletter delivery. 
b)   Fundraising:
Louis Gris reported that he will contact the Village Playhouse about the next fundraiser in the fall.  Ed Gaigalas suggested that SARA use the display boards in the Town Hall lobby to better advertise fundraising events.
c)  Treasurer’s Report:
Kate Lawson sent in the report via email. The report was accepted upon a motion by Bill Roberts, seconded by Ed Gaigalas and carried.

d)  Expenses:

None.

5.  CURRENT MATTERS.
a)  New Members and Guests:
Gered Daniel from 157 Morningside Ave.
b)  Property Encroachment at 55 Mayfield Ave - Willard Gardens Parkette:
No news.  There is a new sign with the park name and address.  The city is installing signs at all of the parks.
c) Membership Committee:


Nick Singh reported that only Julie and Chris Korda are the only remaining members, and that a new strategy may be needed.  It was suggested that membership applications, newsletters and brochures be placed in the Town Hall lobby and updated regularly.  Ian McIsaac suggested investigating mass mailings, a cocktail party, and using electronic payment.  Ian McIsaac will call the Villager and Canada Post.  John Meijer will investigate using PayPal.
d)  Waterfront Master Plan and Western Beaches:
No news.
e)  South Kingsway Ramps:


No news.  Bill Roberts will contact Councillor Saundercook’s office to follow up on the difficult stop issue.
f)  Sobeys Mall Traffic Problems:

Ian McIsaac reported that has no news and will follow up and report at the February meeting.
g)  2500 Bloor Street West – Tridel Development:
No news.  The meeting with the charette participants has not yet happened.
h)  Sign By Law:


Ian McIsaac reported that an appeal mechanism for variances to the by-law’s is being worked on.  Variances will be heard by the Planning and Growth Committee.
i)  Proposed Consolidated Zoning By Law:

No news.  The next Planning and Growth Committee meeting is in February.
j)  Scotia Bank Toronto Waterfront Marathon – September 27, 2009:
Nick Singh reported that we are still waiting for the cheque for $1,000.  There have been many complaints due to the Waterfront and Toronto marathons being three weeks apart.  The City wants the two marathons to merge.
k) Rennie Park Off Leash Dog Walk:

Nick Singh reported that he received a message from Councillor Saundercook’s office that they are looking into the matter.
l) Activities at Certain Businesses in Etobicoke/York:
No news.

m)  Queens Pasta Liquor Licence Application:
Nick Singh reported that he has contacted Alcohol and Gaming and has had no answers.  He contacted Cheri DiNovo to inquire about support if needed.
n)  AGM and Provincial All Candidates Meetings – Room Bookings:
Ed Gaigalas reported that the All Candidates Meeting has been booked for September 28, 2010.  The AGM will be May 18th or 25th.  Prospective speakers are Mayor Miller, John Tory, or Gerard Kennedy.  Ed will continue pursuing speakers and will also contact the other ratepayers groups.
6.  LAND USE ITEMS
a)  Past Items:


169 South Kingsway:
No news.


69 Beresford:
David Fleming reported that the neighbour to the south is investigating a contact at City Hall to get enforcment of the Community Council decision.  


3 Harcroft:
John Meijer will contact the OMB on the decision.

37 South Kingsway:
The Committee of Adjustment hearing is Thursday January 19, 2010.  David Fleming motioned that Nick Singh write a letter to support the opposing neighbour.  The motion was seconded by John Meijer and carried.
155 Morningside:

Gered Daniel brought the executive up to date on the application which will be heard March 4th 2010.  They are currently asking for .485 GFA in a .35 zone, as well as second floor over the proposed garage.  Bill Roberts suggested that Mr. Daniel talk to the area planner and meet with the community.  David Fleming motioned that SARA/SARG contine to oppose and support Mr. Daniel and neighbours.  The motion was seconded by John Meijer and carried.  John will write the letter.
b)  New CoA Matters:
67 Runnymede Ave

David Fleming reported that there is an application for a thrid story and .90 GFA.  There are also applications at 202 Riverside Dr., 212 Windermere Ave., and 68 Lavinia.  SARA has not been getting notifications.  Louis Gris volunteered to go to the Committee to examine the applications.  Nick Singh motioned that Loius have permission to write letters of opposition if appropriate.  The motion was seconded by David Fleming and carried.
7.  COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

a)  High Park Community Advisory Council:

No news.

b)  Community Police Liaison Committee:


No news.  Any discussion will be deferred until Kate Lawson and Sybil Wilkinson can discuss the Committee requirements.
c)  Swansea Community Recreation Centre & Rennie Park:

John Meijer reported that he attended the New Year skate, and it was a great success.

d)  Swansea Memorial Library and Friends of the Library:

Bill Roberts reported that the usage continues to improve.

e)  Swansea Public School:



No news.
f)  Swansea Town Hall Board of Management: 

Bill reports that the AGM will be Tuesday February 23, 2010.  The guest speaker will be Fiona Crean, the City Ombudsman.

g)  J.T. Bonham Residences:



SARA is still looking for a representative.

h)  CORRA:




No news.

8.  ITEMS BEING MONITORED

a)  Windermere by the Lake:



No news.

b)  Southport Plaza:



No news.

c)  Former Joyco Station:



No news.
d)  Humber Bay Treatment Plant:


No news.
e)  Proactive Measures to Preserve the Character of Swansea:
No news.

f)  Storm Water Management Plan – Ellis Ave/Colbourne Lodge Dr:
No news.
g)  Bloor West Urban Design Study:


No news.
h) Humber Odeon Developments:


Nick Singh reported that he had a meeting scheduled with the owner of the block who did not show up.
i) Adopt-A-Block Program and Display Poster:

No news.
j) Municipal Election Finance Reforms:


To be closed.
k) Rennie Park/Ellis Avenue Storm Sewer Replacement:

No news.
l) Runnymede Avenue Speeding and Bus route:

No news.
m) Bloor Street Humber Bridge Repair: 


No news.  John Meijer will report next meting about the possibility of bike lanes on the bridge.
n) Humbergate Initiative:



To be closed.

o) 0 Old Mill Road:



The Old Mill group is not opposing the matter to the OMB.  To be closed..
p) Swansea Traffic Study:



No news.

q) Booking of Swansea Town Hall Rooms for SARA Meetings:
Ed Gaigalas and Nick Singh reported that rooms have been booked for 2010.
9.  NEW BUSINESS:
None.

10.  NEXT MEETING:
Tuesday March 26, 2010
11.  ADJOURNED:
9:30 PM
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